POSTSCRIPT

continually surprised at the way it had emerged from the terrible
ordeal of Munich, at the way the people buried their bitterness
deep in their hearts and sturdily set themselves to make the best
of their lot.

There was nothing to put in order in Czecho-Slovakia, After
and in spite of Munich, it continued to be what it had always been,
one of the best-found and best-ordered States in Europe, diligent,
thrifty, clean, the living vindication, and about the last living
vindication, of the principles for which the World War was
fought, and of the Treaty of Versailles. Its merits were so clear
that for long I wondered whether Munich might not have been
good after all. If only these people could be left alone within
their reduced boundaries, I thought, left alone in this little State
that they had made with such love and care, then perhaps even
Munich would be justified. But I always knew in my heart that
they would not be left alone, and that is why Munich, which
deprived them even of the chance of fighting, was so contemptible
an act.

By January the thing that impended was clear to foresee.
The Germans had stopped the work of the commission they had
appointed to fix the new frontiers. They gave no reason. They
claimed, in addition to the trans-Czech corridor, right-of-way for
all German motor traffic on five main trans-Czech roads. The
Czechs could only sign on the dotted line* The Germans demanded
the Czech gold, and the Czechs agreed to hand over about a
third of it. The Germans kept on complaining about the Czech
army, and the Czechs began to reduce it from twenty peacetime
divisions to ten.

Nothing availed. The Germans would say neither what they
wanted nor whether what was done satisfied them. They refused
all discussion of the frontier guarantee and continued to demand
that the Czechs 'put their house in order*. Then they disrupted
the house through the German minority and through some of the
more purchasable Slovak politicians.

The Slovaks, after Munich, had signed the new Czecho-Slovak
Constitution, which left the army, foreign affairs and finance in

446